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With Vision 2020, Malaysia espouses to
be a nation that is fully developed along
all dimensions. The Vision, however, is
not about making Malaysia a replica of
any of the current developed countries.
Instead, it states that Malaysia should aim
to develop in its own mould. To achieve
this, there is a need for a mental
revolution and cultural transformation.

Planning

Thus far, Malaysia has adopted a
systematic approach in her planning to
attain her Vision. This is attested by the
number of policy documents, white
papers and working papers such as the
Outline Perspective Plan 3 (OPP3), the
Eighth Malaysia Plan (8MP), and the
various sectoral masterplans.

These documents articulate and set out
the ideas, concepts and action steps
necessary to materialise Vision 2020.
OPP3 puts forward the policies and
strategic thrusts to be pursued from 2001
to 2010, whilst 8MP is to operationalise
the first phase of the strategic thrusts
recommended by OPP3.

ICT as a Key Enabler

The 8MP also emphasises and places
great importance on ICT as a key enabler
to improve Malaysia® competitiveness
while at the same time enhancing the
knowledge content of key economic
activities of the industrial, agricultural and
services sectors. The prominence placed
upon ICT within the 8MP is indeed in line
with other Malaysian Government®
initiatives since the 1990s.

Key ideas and concepts had been carried
forward and enhanced at each stage from
the National IT Agenda (NITA) to OPP3 to
SMP.

It began with NITA® goal to transform
Malaysia into an information society, now
refined into the idea of a knowledge
society by OPP3 and 8MP.

Malaysia recognises that it is not enough
just to deploy and use ICT as a tool, but it
is also important for users to be able to
manage and turn information into
knowledge and use it creatively to create
a Knowledge-based economy.
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