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Report: Dr Mahathir voices regret
over hiring Tommy Thomas as AG
after bombshell memoir

Former George Town Festival
director Joe Sidek to revive Penang
Arts Council as platform to unite,...

Ex-deputy minister urges
Putrajaya to prioritise teachers in
Covid-19 vaccine plan

“| call on my friends from both the government and the opposition blocs, let's work

together and mobilise efforts to fight the Covid-19 pandemic regardless of our political
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ideologies,” he said in a special message aired on national television channels and social

media platforms today. 0

During the Bersatu annual general assembly in November last year, Muhyiddin, who is T —

also the party president, was reported as saying that the government would return the /{W
mandate to the people to elect the government through a general election when the
Covid-19 pandemic has ended.

Muhyiddin further explained that the government obtained the royal consent after Al-
Sultan Abdullah was satisfied with the fact that the spread of Covid-19 in the country was
at a critical level and there was a need for an emergency, in line with the decision of the
Cabinet.
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“The emergency proclamation by His Majesty is intended to give certain jurisdiction to the
government to manage the Covid-19 pandemic more quickly, efficiently, and effectively.

“Immediate actions are being taken by the government under the provisions of the
Emergency Ordinance that is currently in force.

“The emergency proclamation has no other purpose other than to curb the transmission
of Covid-19 more effectively and to protect the lives of the people,” he said.

Although some parties tried to challenge the emergency proclamation in court,
Muhyiddin said he believed Al-Sultan Abdullah, as the head of state, fully understood and
respected the country’s legal system and process.

According to the prime minister, the government has also announced the extension of
the movement control order (MCO) until February 18 to monitor the development of daily
Covid-19 cases according to sectors and localities and to re-evaluate the effectiveness of
the MCO.

“Whatever action or next step that will be taken by the government will definitely be
based on the goal to balance the need to ensure the survival of the people and to protect
the lives of all,” he added. — Bernama




