~Economic
‘sector won't
e totally
closed

. KUALA LUMPUR: The govern-
: :(nl;nt will not completely close
. the economic sector even when
" implementing the Mgve_megf
© Control Order (MCO) asit will a.d
 versely affect petty traders, sal )

Senior Minister (Security CIUSter
 Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri YaakoD-
~ He said the government had
* decided on this tostrike abalance
 between lives and livelihoods al-
* though there were calls from var-
' jous quarters to shut down the
* economic sector to curb the spike
- in Covid-19 cases.
. “I have received many What-
 sApp messages from petty
* traders and roadside traders say-
* ing it would be tough for them if
: they are not allowed to operate
. during the MCO period.
©  “Some of them said they had
. depleted their savings to keep
their families going. Although we
“ allow the stall operators to do
i takeaway
iservice,
‘their in-
‘come has
. dropped by
‘50 per
: cent,” he
: tolid T.e-
- porters af-
| ter inspect-
" ing a road-
: block at the /
:Gombak AR L
. toll plaza Datuk Seri Ismail
. here yester- Sabri Yaakob
. day.
. Ismail Sabri said the govern-
. ment had to protect the econom-
- icinterests of the poor, especially
¢ the Bottom 40 income group. He
- said while it was crucial to protect
: the people from Covid-19, the
. government also had to ensure
: that they could earn a living,.
: “We do not want people to die
. of Covid-19, but we also do not
¢ want them to die of starvation or
: to go without any income to sup-
. port their families.
. “Imagine what would happen if
. their stalls had to be closed for
. two weeks, then another two
¢ weeks. It will have a big impact as
. they are living from hand to
- mouth,” he added.

Ismail Sabri said there should

. be a balance between protecting
. economic interests and the peo-
. ple’s health to ensure that the na-
. tion’s economic revenue re-
{ mained stable even as the coun-
: try was fighting the pandemic.
i Nevertheless, he reminded the
i people to always abide by the
¢ standard operating procedures to

break the infection chain. Berna-
‘ ma




