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-All-out assault on Covid-19

Largest immunisation plan in nation’s history to end the war

PETALING JAYA: The country will
embark on its largest ever immuni-
sation effort when the national
Covid-19 vaccination programme,
targeting some 26.5 million Malay-
sians, rolls out at the end this month,
says Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin.

“We are targeting as much as 80%
of the population or 26.5 million
Malaysians to receive the vaccine
free of charge,” he said in a special
live address yesterday.

He said the first batch of vaccines
from Pfizer and BioNTech would be
arriving soon, describing this as a
“ray of hope” for the nation in its

t against the virus.

“The first phase of the immunisa-
tion programme will involve the
vaccination of 500,000 medical and
non-medical frontliners, which is
expected to be completed by April,”
he said.

The second phase, he added,
would involve those in high-risk
groups such as those 60 years and
above, with heart ailments or high
blood pressure, were obese or dia-
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betic, and the disabled.

“A total of 9.4 million people
(from high-risk groups) is expected
to receive the vaccine under the
second phase from April to August,”
he added.

Muhyiddin said that the third
phase would involve the rest, aged
18 and above, with vaccinations to
be carried out from May this year to
February next year.

“The national Covid-19 immuni-

sation programme is the largest
vaccination programme ever to be
carried out in the country.

“I call on all Malaysians to mobi-
lise available efforts and resources
to ensure the success of the pro-
gramme.

“We are all in this together, and
only together can we win,” he said.

He stressed that the vaccination
programme was crucial as it would
help the country develop herd
immunity, which would bring the
pandemic under control.

Muhyiddin added some 600 stor-
age and vaccination centres would
be opened nationwide for the pro-
gramme.

He said that authorities would
rely on the Emergency Ordinance
2021 to temporarily use halls and
other facilities for the vaccination
rollout.

He also promised that more
details on the immunisation pro-
gramme such as registration, loca-
tion of vaccination centres and
related information, would be
made known in due time.

Muhyiddin said that Science,
Technology and Innovation
Minister Khairy Jamaluddin has
been tasked with overseeing the
programme to allow the Health
Ministry to focus on hea(limrf&lge ser-
vices in fighting the pandemic.

Ona st:%arate matter, N_Iuhylddm
said that private hospitals had
stepped forward to contribute },409
beds to help treat Covid-19 patients,
which would ease the pressure on
government hospitals, and 1,344 of
these beds would be in regular
wards and 65 in intensive care units
(ICUs). o

He added that the Health Ministry
also set RM27mil to work with 31
private hospitals to outsource the
treatment of non-Covid-19 patients.

Muhyiddin also said that concert-
ed efforts would be made among
public and private medical labora-
tories to increase Covid-19 screen-
ing capacity.

Currently, he said 68 government
and public laboratories had the
capacity to carry out 76,000 Covid-
19 tests daily. \



